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vo, Concerning the : 17 7 #1 
Sacred I rinity. 


N a Poſtſcript to my Sith” Eevter (which ſhould 
have been Printed with *» ; but came, it feeras, 
_ too late, after all: the Sheets were Printed off,) I 
gave notice, That T had received from Londore the = 
| ight before (March 27:) another Letter from | 
W. 7. of a.like import with his former; but ſomewhat 
Mer. 0 2 
That, what in it did direQly concern me,. was but Ex 
preſfions of 'Fhanks, Reſpe&, and Approbation. For- 
which I knew not how otherwiſe. (than by ſich a way) 
to return him my.acknowledgment : Becauſe he did nei- 
ther ſignifie who he is that writes ; nor do I know any 
.in Loxdon, to who's Name the . Letters W. F. do-be- 


long. h 
 Phac, there were Reflections 4n it, on ſome Na 
onsof a Learned Author : which” Expreſſions I do not 
ſee that I am at all.engaged to defend: -: And did there- 
fore wave them. - | 
That, to.fay, The three Divine Perſons, are Three In-, 
ey 4 | Fellidowt - 


| (2) 
'tellipent Beings (three ſubſtantial Beings, three Spirits,) Re- 
2h Di) nat 6e uph jon aojons hs more; he thinks, 
thanthat Learned Author needed-ro have-laid4 (And I 
think {> too,:). And that it is more Safe, to be leſs Poſi- 
+tive and Particular , as to what the Scripture leaves in 
the dark. And his AMwer (I think) would not have 
been fefs valid, (againſt thoſe hezundettakes to anfwer,) 


4% 


«though ſuch' Expreſſions were omitted: + - © 
That, I did forbear to publiſh that Letter without his 
'Order 3 becauſe I was loth;to. engage the Learned Wri- 
ter thereof in a Publick Diſpute againſt that Learned Au- 
thor, unleſs he pleaſe. £-. ho 
Since which firhe; Poliderng, that the Poſtſcript 
came teo late to«be-Prigted with.that Letter of mine ; 
and, that the Letter of this Reverend Divine (for ſuch 
I take him to be by the Eontents of it,) ſeems to be 
penned with that careand caution, as if he were willing 
to have it publick:;' and withont any 'intimation; of [1 
like for my having: publiſhed -his. former Letter. in Jt 
Circumſtances: I have tligught aot amiſs . (nor unagge 
. able to his mind). to publiſh this alſo. Which 1s asol- 
loweth : (ſupplying the Date: from the Poſt-mark at 
Loxdon, denoting what day it was given-in to the Poſt- 
Olflice there.) :© {i 1702-7 612ib bil 3 o2 ade 16 T 
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F Conſequence ces vorgyabn, 7 er Y 
co gen WS 4s Ge ertasn and Sacred Traths 

Sir, Becaufe } would:hrave you leſeas liecle. of your Wy. 
*« may be \in reading my Letters; 1 will enter vans diately 
pon he Subjett. propoſed zi and conſider, not ſome leſſer Nice» 
p > but the Two Main Points inthe Dattrine. the. Tri- 

nity '; ad: the. aero wg our Aodafenege repreſent 
iz ws in tht C ton of 

The Two Main f Paint i are cer er | The Unity. of the God- 
head) notwith#anding the DiftinAion 'of Three: Perſons: 
And*the Aquality\ uthoſe-T, un Tonſont, netrrthfeniing 
their Derivation oze from: | 

"Conkeerniy mhs DiaiteBes; mage he Hip thefs which we 
Z_ Vormirly:{ 88 ſballftilfollow) i $7; i EE e Three 
Thongs: ”\ oy 7D 'bat they. are Three: Beings: ow 


exetBeidgs} Really. Diſtintt: :; That = 
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TO g ab Ms Hays gs or Three Holy Spi-; 
| | LILIK.T: a, 10 heſe, I-think, we -4y of- 
Th, ey re Three Compleat 


274 Jet; uat a Putt: Belk ivr a Spirit 
;nfinire in Perfeltion, 4s 'each' of theſe is repreſented, can 
went nothing to Fark its Being or Perfettion. 

a WS HOW, . , ran over theſe Charatters ; and 
obſerve the AS ws Diflcultis, that occurr to our Minds 
Tt, Three beings really diftint. Anh 
Foy t ree ings really diftin&. C0#d5n0 
fo the 7 Dar ts humans Reaſon, Every real Being, hah 
its Eſſerce 3 (that is rs Baſis'it ffands upon, as diitinguiſind 
” Non-Entity, on 4 Fiftitions Being ; nd exrery Diſt in | 
ing” hith its Diftints. Effencer i: "Nuwmericelly. dp. 
ftint#.. "Anil therefore; axcording to this Principle,” there "e 
to be Three dftin® Effences-## the Godhead, ſeeing. i | 
© Beiddgs, there, really define. \ | | 
erimore © Freak 4 Ik He The B: 
M7 EE #/ieither Divide i or ip 
Fg ; 


dQ) 


R -iv6-50ks when the FY 
Ping” profes oo heſe "Three fo ry as Dili & Peter, James, gud 
John.. For if they be as Diftint# as Peter, James and John ; 
they are One but as Peter, James and John. For every degree 
of Diſtinttion takes away 4 _—_— Oey = As every agree: 
of . ar, takes away a degree of 
Fe procted: 30 the ſecond: "nem The T hrs Divine: 
Perſons,” are Throe Subſtantial Blings, Really enrmagr'f 
That +, pane tw: wn emer. Really di- | 
top As eats | Being 4+ 4 Spirit Be- 
= Inbibad Belt Firs ablacans' KA 
| ting 
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ales becauſe heamehed theme ps 1 2x00 OpIritg <tc 
oh INI "of Scbltamces 7. they 
6a thew Seemi-Subſtances, (w./am Pha | 
Subſtantial Forms: } 4 this 5s. bs glaring 
For there is nothing repreſemted-to our Faculties, but.us 
Rare, Mode,'s | Relations; exorpring ——Y 3 


FP tb - Avg 74 RS, 
7) the Leanink fuer mf ee he lo of 
Word Subſtance, «der _— gs 
af on 1. 
a fa eb... 


Diftinih, ahboract" ea ner os Þ. 98.1. 
234 and yet PE One is .vety. rho 
COUCGENE, 4s COmPrAry 10 lt ove Hae e Number ed. Nu- 


—_— LOG ; 
rſs, 2 the Three Shavers is price 
Unian. axe pang 555 67 natmit their reel Deftin-. 
ian But Vaion is ove thing, and. Unity is another... For 
Unity excludes all Pluxality and Multipheity; which Union 
apth - not, but rather: ſuppoſes it. Jos alla,. in. ſimple' Na- 
tures, exclader all..Compoſitions + mhich Union , ow the com -, 
ary, aliregys Tmepfias,. ts: one hind ox ather. 
- Accordingly; Subitances, upon Union, are nos Confounded, 
or. Tdenkified, an brought. to Unity: of Subſtance : But, comti- 
ating uaetically diſtiveh Srhſtares , acquire. fame Capmu-. 
Mit ox Conmmuntic atiou of —_— _ of ſuch. Ati 
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. L065 wnſas je pings 
oMerehtt 946; {nom 10. me. \ Que Sodignd are. twa Souls 
RE a apa, Nan owranc one nather a 
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afate * Bit of chopis Really dliffintt;" as: Sobſtanots; 
</abiovte be ſrarged Rexll ha. When we have: 

the x rs er Diflinttcn of. the Soul 4nd the Boay, PLOIE 

TRAY We have ſufficient ground ro aſjerthe'Sepa- 

rability of of the'Soll from th "Body:* And from the ſame Rea- 
ſon, we aſſert the Parts of Matter tobe Separable, as being 

Reath diftint# Subſtances, let their Union otherwiſe wee 

it will.” For, if ovir Faculties be true,” what ws - vleaply 


conceive Really diHind# (ut res & res) may ( qr ) be ſe- 


parated.  ( lear and Diſtinit C oweption Feing 20 us rule of 
Partibility: 

But however { leaſe, this Uniow Iods Olu- 
ble”; hit ;00 my.” If obe- ay ' Man 


* 7 SOR gs 
. 
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Parts. ia a. Phyſical: Atome, by A.B.C.. is 

Laſtly, There is no Subſtance loſt.or deſtroyed in this or 
any other Union" Diſſolable 07. Indeſſa/uble;:. Therefore,” as 
to Subſtentes, they:are the ſeme., whether, in Conjunittion or 
Separation: SY 7% 7. tf Sd Ri ae 2 TS fb 262 

We come unto the Third Charafer. , (pag. 50. 166. 258, 
fee; alſo-ep. 93%) The Three-Divine Perſons are Three Infi- 
nite:Minds; 9 :Three HolySpirits: 4-4 yet but Oge God. 
This iſes-flill bigher. than the former; gs 80 its Uncongeryable-. 
neſs. Jt ſeems to ſay and unſay the {ame thing, with the ſame 
breath. : An Tnfinite Spirit is compleatly a God, .as to Eſſence 
and Attributes : Therefore . three ſuch are three Gods. Om- 
nis mens infinite-perfeQa-.eft Deus; Tres ſunt mentes 
infinite-perfetz.;..Ergo-Tres ſunt Dii.. Where #5 the fourth 
of this 'Syllogiſm ? ' | HET LAM. 

T his Ghar atter ſeems to aſſert. ThreeInfinites: Whereas the 
Athanafian Creed, which ftands at the higheſt pitch of any, ts 
et wery tender and<cantions in giving. the number Three to 


 anyithing but the Perſons, - It. will not allow three. Eternals, 


or three Incomprehenſibles, zor three Almighties: But, 

three Infinites ic/ude all theſe. | | | 
\Au:Infinite Spirit (as I ſaid before) is a God, (I mean, 

Infinite in PerfetFion, as Our _— doth,) And three Spi- 


rits, 


£4 (8% 
' FO js Deiiny a Th Ga 
F, a ef Rotiondl 


wither have we's better Defiwit wn yep dep we 
Spirit infinitely. Perſeft. "Anda [+ 1m4ny Animals Ratio- 
if fo ming Wh "2fo tikewnſe,. ome: ors apr 


ICY Wiz og MOTH 


hk this aceorllimg 70 oof. ont "Ruewleier...: ors, 


what the "rene and preciſe pop "things" is," in themſelves, 
when the queition ts art fon dofaiee Nath, JT do. not 


une to determine. | | 
AR Tha; much,” Think, we mady {Hs detormnitte, -T hat-in 
ſhe cafes whe? ye OM! ies" ae" loſe, -the fafeit" way. is 
7 keep cloſe to Revelation and the words of Af nas nd 
*s the Concluſion ] arive a. Bs 
Ea Ls To put plain que Hor, which will CORE, into. eUe> 
ry TINO Fkre ave Three Spree: infinitely. Pirfeti; 754 
re Gods, or vhey are Creatures #\ They wait be one 
Whew we-/prak of 'n Spivit- infinitely perfeQ; 
rnttng a» abſolmte, corpleat, entire Being, Which muit 
he Pome Denomination, -either\« God, or 4 Creatnre; pu 
we know wothing-off. FE nature bermixt theſe. R817; Poly 
Poſſibly they will Anſwer this by a DiftiniZion;; nomeh, thee 
they are three Gods conſidered Separately ; but ronflred cot- 
| kBively and in Onion, they are but One God: And ſeeing 
they cannot be really ſeparate, is would be improper to call them 
Three Gods. But, pray, Why not as properly three Gods; as 
three Inffnite Spivirs ? 'fering theſe rerws, A Spirit infinitely 
perfeft, wad A God, are rerms equiuatent or identical. What 
Tera of is it then to _ bly one , s Fg ' axd-xot the other ? : And 
theſe Infinite Spirits be Inſeparable, da you grant the 
Mer to that wame, and-not fo jr tra. mga 


ſeeing 


UMI 


——— 


UMI 


"ad. 
feng they. ye both 108; fame. Fihing s.- and 


pres obferved before; "That chic Learned > ul P hers 
iu his Threes ;- three Intelligent Beings, three Tufinete')4 
three Hol Spirits, rhiee Divine 'Glories, three Majeſfies'; 
but wot three Kjngs. "Tis the Name, it ſeems, i fs « ſorph, Y 
they thaw the Thing.” 

© Sir, I mill add no more ator by e Heads. Bus will cp 
oder mow the grand Princi, fs deſigned. to rake. off- 
theſe Diffcubzer; And - that is, mutual Conſcionfnc & 
whereby all theſe Threes are make One ; 'axd redvecd fo s per 
Yet —— bg = IS | gk 


ES 


ole itto-the preſent 


by murual | 
'- Buy avrrhinks vi 


Rifle, nor 

caſe : ' You know thin bob: fy, 

5 AR Principle is defettively expreſſes, by the word Cou- 

Teiouſneſs. For bare Conſcionſweſs, wicket Conſent, is no 

rwore than hare Cmnoency, As God is Conſcious le el our 

Thoughts, good or bad; and <8 Fe Dow rages 

vat 'Union, ts without Conſent. -\ If a yood: 

vere made nntually Conſcions of one anowhers mind 
wot wot therewpon betome One , being ftsll kh ls andl 

Inclinations. 

be the Author will ſay; Conkiouſaes ianvolues 


cor: as hefays, Knowledge iwwoives Power, or 5s che 
fame with it. But, Fires that. : cannot well reconcile the 


ex Ton:andl [ 


Fabry, ger if fo,” may fit quietly in oer 
Pudies, and, with our Thought and Pen, build Palaces, and 
take Towns and Cities.” For we know the Method of burh; und 
2 diffinith concervie theng -—prm__ rhe. 4 __ 


| 099). 

874 ot the fame" thing in us, ſo neither eau'we conceive $7" 

in all reſpetts, the [ame in God... For, from all Eternity, God 

| baud ac ear Taea of aw ety pee ana of then ver 
Poditing\it : ju ge tr ePtion ar Ky Cres 

4 z the fume wit Ker Porers oo orld had he 7” | Pro 

ed row 5 egy Wor 

But to proceed, Let us give this Pride tts PS) PER? 
-Conſtiouſneſs aud Confent :. _ they-mould pot tagerer, make 
"@ parſe Unity of \ Operations: i# the Dee, much. le 
DL ce... We noted, before, that Unit) and; Yn. nite 
ferent- things. « And this is more, apparent: now; wh [72 
Spirits are to be united into One. For, bow ;that es Kt _ 
coun Jae fort of Compe 7 oh. i649 ee bh fery. 
' 224 [e04- 
BYY "an ſimple Beings Bas a0 he theſe. 1 PA 

[ Need ieo D ue Wo Annihi Bora FTA 17Y 
= One: DN be «C ogg: Being, Aa 19 Or. Cone 
pf FTA v4 

"\\Fben, a5 "#0 Unity. of © Ipaations +, 8 des. Po pos 
 Preuliay to: the Father and't e Sons. this "LPR oivs ( fy 
"that every one .of theſe. three Minds, ob, La bi 
v Union, hath ſome Diſtini# Conſciouſneſs, not. common OY, 
other Two : therefore the Godhead , which conſif #s oF. theſe 
. Three Minas, cannot be One as a ſi nele Mind is One: mhere 

there is an intire C pennant, 6nd F Sarrnlt \f\Ce on une/s 
2 all Operations. | Y LY hh * ; 

. In-my opinion, if this. Hypotheſis were _ e Ns [pea or. 
the pleiy chr A it. «Hy be this ; There are. | hree, Di- 
wine. Subſtances, three Holy Spirits, (och Paerh 7 and, 
in truth and reality, \three: Gods *+ \Buty far. e Re Eaſore, 

not fit to:be called; fo. Theſe three. B vin ils FW 
Nara mutual C 0nſciouſ we $,G on ent, \C operation," * are Bu 
dex the (greateſt Union' poſſible ;, and, tn ; at. [t ate 0) Union, 
do conftitute the m/Ocior,. the Iatire Al, co rehenſs <0 


a__ Thes, id confeſs, wks ſera tte, 4. ne 


(c14:)) 
thing : But the Chriſtian Trinity does not uſe, tobe: repre= 
ſented thus. For this amounts to no more than a Find of Hy- 
poſtatical Ontonof Three Divine Spirits. $ 
_ Str, + will trouble you. no further non. te Sri gener 
Head, The PiſtinQion. of the. Perſags«; 1\ proceed. now to, 
conſider the-Equality of the Perſons. Which fe 7/4 diſpatch 
in's few Words. - 
The firſt Argument qgainſt their Eandieym may be this (pag. 
99k. 29. &0):1 he: Harber\46-autunicel@, . ſelf-cxiſtenr, 
elf-originated : whereas the hs Two are wrepurogzloty, Exi- 
Rent-and originated from. another;.. Now.this cannot: bat 
make, accordin? to Our. Faculties 1\ not only ſome Difference, 
but alſo ſome Inequality... Hor "tis 4 fundamental Perfettion to 
be. ſelf-originated :- nandwh ws potſ0, fe jor Equal to that 
which is ſo: © wks 
Fow-will ſay "Tho ht Savand oly-Ghoſt are 
produced of the 2h met gh te in {a achia 2H (C? boſs 
are: produced, That: is, by a voluntary. External A, but 
This, by an Internals, Neceſſary, 4nd Emanative A. 
tie will allow ye Di taton 31+ 4gd. "admit that the Son 
and Holy-Ghoſt have a different ;Origin: from that of common 
Creatures. © But this does-not remove the; Difficulty. It ſhews 
indeed a great rv; and Inequality betwixt any of the Di- 
wine Perſons,.\ and hare Creatures :. Byb.it does not ſhew any 
Epaey \ amonglt the-Diwine Perſons themſelves. . Tis true, 
nee which-a\Creature hath. upon. the reator_for its 
rang js of another kind and. degree from that of the Son or 
Holy-Gho#. But however, .they are Derivative Beings, in 
forme way-9r other, F7T'S dependent pans the. Father. -4ud we 
cannot but concerve * ſome Inequality etwixk 4 Ori iginal. and 
F Deena. 4 Dependent and Independent; Be . 
Seconal \- That - whereby the. Sap. 4 4s. Geverated, ty the Te 
ther, ts Au Emery Shes; wy = ' Nay, 'tis an 
the Higheſt, Perfection; .. Becauſe the Re{plt of. it is. wr 4 
Rerfealh ing. HANOI EK eproduced ;.or t the Ln 


oY 


02 Prodett in Things, Creation, 0r:that Edirgy that 
albceth sCreature, - hath not a Term or Effett ſo IV, or {o. 
Grea, as that Energy whereby The Son 3s (generated :- Aud 
7h wh. 'i+.18 not wot ſo great « Per feftion v0 (veate «World, 
au "Generate rhe Divine 1.0g08. ' This Jo fo; theres. 
yon ſee, not only Setfe Origination is the Father, which is nos 
in the Son : but alſo an Aftive Perfection of the b pie Der De- 
gree ible, in the One, which 55 mat in the. vt 
mherefo 7 oe Cannot 36"olpber WMA” Fodvehus theſe #80. Be- 
; no if yo you make cham all thrie Byual, and al Iofocce; 
thiy will be Co-ordinate, ( 1 mean imernally, & as to perfetti- 
ou of Natare :* For, External Subbrdinvtion , us to Oerone- 
A for es T4 in this tafe.) Andare nomore One, chas 


viduals of the ſom pee are One; that is, than 

Phy, James an4"Jotin we way be One. And this, 1 
think, was the Do&rine of he T heites, or very wear it, 
Laſtly, You may. pleaſe to reflet# upon the various Senti- 
ments and Exp nr of the '« f;. concerning the Digni» 
ty Pmence of the Fathers, (which you know are 110- 
tex by Petavius 7de Tin. lib. 0.2. &L8. cg. þ. 15.) 
and _— dey their Sane or NO TO: with wy E: 


nr contejving ' vin B 
opfiaer ation i os Tn Concluſions... 


7 ie to Striprore in rheſe 


Second} ant hupofe Cooflihizes hu- 
men To” gd the ſame. Nin ns Avvinely revealed 


vo 
The Antictrinitvian 
NS... Te I would mr 


Hem 35 not'at off ited 10 my Ge- 
eres. ur Tv yan" Doctrine: j 
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Reaſon. Secret things belong unto but. 
things that are Revealed, belong to us and our. Children, 


Dewt. 29.29. And the Angels, it may be, think ws & foolif. 
and ridiculou;, for parſving : theſe Notions, 6s we think onr 
ſelves wiſe and learned in ſuch purſuits. $7 


T-am, Sir, with all Sincerity, | 
Your moſt humble Servant. = | 


W.5 


i 
e y L 
4a ad acci arc acutooaooaltloca.collckli. i. ; 
Ss -» 


nous tm. wenn nt 


=. 


1. "fo this Lorin 1 rept lon; 
= $ g 6C57 "TIE LE. 
To the Reverend W, I's OR: 


S#R, 77 123 7 Hap aq oorgy wages TR 
Am obliged toyou for the Kind and ReſpeQful Cha 
rater, Shicks you are pleaſed to afford me in Sort 

our Letters. I am not. at all difpleaſed (but thank you 
for t) with a tike; Moderation in Yours (to what you 
commend in'my*Letrers)'as to the My#erious Truths 
concerning the Satted Trinity : And do fully cloſe with 
what you fay- in the Conclaſion, That the Angels may 
think ws as Fooliſh and Ridiculous, for purſ#ing theſe Noti- 


ons further than they are Revealed, as we think our ſelves 


Wife and Learned in ſuch purſuits: Like as Yowor I ſhould 
Eaugh at a Blizd man (who had never ſeen) that ſhould 
undertake to Conceive in his 'Mind, and Expreſs to us 
in word,) a Diſtin& 'and Perfeft Notion or 1des of 
Sight, Light, and Colours. | "oY 

Te 


LY 


SETT 


WERE. ut 7, hs 2b Se &-"M x, : AL ens oh Fa 4-4 >. 
. oy / 


© He*may"Beatthe Noiſe ar Sound of theſe'three #/qrds 


(ſuppofing him, though Blind, not. to be” Degf-alfo,') 
3d may Believe that they ſignitic Sowewbr,.. Bur, what 
ar: apavmnr is, heicarnnot Fell; having never;had:an. 
THe: theredf in his.-Mind; er ;a+ Perception. thereof by. 
his Senſes. Ve US BÞ\ 4002950 35% Fogh Ins 13175 \ 
And-if You or I (from that Notion whic! 
have of it) would Explairr it to htm :* We'could do it no 
otherwiſe than by. the, Uſe of ſuch Words (in a ſenſe 
Analogical) as do properly belong to ſomewhat of which 


- he. hath, (from Experience) ſome Idea. 


- Sight, we might ſay, is a certain kind of Senſe or. Feel- 
zng in our Eyes (which we have not in our Hand, Feet, 


or,other parts of our Body,) whereby we can (as.it were) 


Feel with our Eyes, the Shape, Figare, Bigneſs and Pro- 
portion of a Rody atia; Diſtance; Tas: we;might, ,with our 
Hands it within-our Reach. Whereby he might Ap- 
prehend, thgt ther is ſome kind of -Reſemblance be- 
- tween Seeing, and Feelinp;;'but,' what indeed- it is to See, 
he cannot comprehend. : Et 
Light, we might tell him, is a Neceflary Requifice to 
fach a Feeling with our Eyes, as that for want of it (which 
Want we call Darkneſs) we can no more /o Feel, or Diſ- 
cover; by our Eyes, ſuch Shape, Figure, or Bigneſs ; than 
we could, with our Hands, that (ſuppoſe) of a Piece of 
Money locked up ina-Box which we cquld not open ; but, 
by-the Admiſſion of ſuch Requilite, we are inabled /o zo 
Feel it with our Eyes, as we might with-our Hands, if the 
Box were. opened whereby we might-come to Handle 
- Colour, we might-tell him, is ſomewhat of ſuch a.Na- 
ture, as that, on a Plain Board: {or the like) on which by 
our Hand we can Feel nothing but Smooth and Uniform ; 
by it may be Repreſented (to ws Felt with our Eyes) 
as great variety of Shapes and Figures, { ſuppoſe, of a 
Ss | | Horſe, 


ich our ſelves 


5:  - 


{ On. 


Ba or- Ss | Ob duch; 
"aBbk. after all thi m moe petible forabm find 63 
to have that Jaezor Noritwinthis-Fancy, of Sight, Light, 
and Colour, which we have who See, 

- And:it is much more Impdſlible for Us. (who have 
no Notions in our Mind, other-thaa what we: derive, 
Mediately or Immediately, : ;from-Seafible arches 
Finite Corpoteal Beings): to-have a_Clear-and: eſe} 
Notion, of the Nature, Unity, DiſtinQions:or: Attrin 
butes of an Infinite Spiritual Beings or otherwiſe toex- 

reſs, them than by ſome Imperfect Analogies or Reſem- 
- with things we-are .converfant-xith.z and: by 


- words iti a borrowed ſenſe from ſuch. 


I do therefore fully agree with you in your. T, w0' (ou- 
defions; ; namely, That 1t is Safe and Prudent to keep. cloſe 
to Scripture in t ſe 1 1ſterious Dottrines ; ( lince we know: 
tothing 'of- them: otherwiſe. than. as there Reyealed : ) 
Safe not to impoſe Conſequences of” Humane Deaufion, with 
the like Rigour as Divinely-revealed Truths. For, even in 
common. affairs, when things are repreſented onely by 
the Analogy or Reſemblance which they bear to-ſome 
ether things; /it is ſeldom that the Similitude is ſo Abſo- 
lnfe' berweeitthem, but that there is ſome Diflimilirude 
likewiſe. Much 'more:-when-the Diſtance is ſo great as 
between Finite Corporeal Beings, and what-is Infinite 
and Incorpoteal.': So that we cannot always argup00: 
Soatly.from one _to-theather,. . » Wars; 

:;zAnd! therefote the) words: Nature, E ſence, Unity, "Di. 


| | eng recs Son, Perſon; Beget, Proceed, (and the 


when.-applicd:to God'in'a borrowed ſenſe;from 
Yroperly. ſignifie as-applied-to Creatures , muſt 

oled to;Jfignifie-juſt-the fame, ,but ſomewhat 
m_—_ ta'that of Jelins 'Drirvary ſignificatign;. inog 
25 Conſequences 


(16) 
R _ thence vo be Tyra with the'ſame Ri- 


a | SCLAAITC 
t-avoulc be! mere Cavilling”: fe or agyuro ar argue this; 
Becuaſe'/ doe: and-Srrengehs cave. Jeputable fin Man ; 
Thevefore, what in God we'icall by. thols.vames,/ are fo 
in God ; and that, conſequently,” it maybe Poſſible for 
the All-wiſe God, not.to be: nag 54 _ ty 
God;-not to be All-wiſe.; i 130 1 et 0:1 
3 -$6; i- we ſhould argue-from'rhe' anne of ka 
vor Daratiow, to God's ' Vbiquiggwithout Extenfion;-and 
Hy ermity without Succeſſion: ; the Inferences mult:needs 
be Lame arfd OO. With--other inferences of 
like nature.” | SELIG) 752 flizth t:3 al ov6 
And; (oven without procceding/to Infiites)if neigh 
pole a. Spirit, or the- Soul of Man; to-be-voidot Parisand 
Exocal Extenſion, and therefore (as the Phraſe is): £024: 
zoto-& tors #1" qualibet parte of that Space or Matter to 
which it" is compreſent : And ſhould. yet argue (as = 
do in's' like caſe) If. ove ſingle: Spirit: _ 01 
three or more Yedlly-diftini# Parts of Space or Matter ; weuuſt 
Divide or Multiph it : Either wo of cefpr extenſiue Paris 
muff have « Piece of that n you Divide # :- 
Or, each muit have the &, and (there being but one 
Whole 4 Fora cope give it to each,” without Multiplying it : 
n ſuch a Suppoſition (which Suppoſition 
Ton kb to this Impoſſible,) muſt needs be Tame. © 
"Yet fuch are commonly the Cavils of thoſe who ftudy 
to pick Quarrels with the DoCtrine of the Trinity as de» 
livered-in Scripture. And (in particular) though; amo 
Meng Three Perſons are ſometimes (not always)" ſo'u 
as to import three Men; we may.not thence conclude, 
that the three Divine Perſons, muſt needs i previ 
Gods. : Or, if the: word Perſons 'do not pleaſe, (t : 
I rhink ita it word in the caſe; we:can {pare the word; 
without prejudice to the Cauſe, (for *tis the' a ont 
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three Perſows we mean three: /u« 
confiſtent-with'being' One God: Yo 74 
*: And hitherto, I ſuppoſe, that You and I do well &- 


_ agree.” £70 5 
: Now, as to what you obſerve concerning the Learned 


As to thoſe Ex of his, by you noted, That the 
three Divine Perſons are Three Beings (three Intelligent Be- 
ings, three Subſtantial Beings, three Holy Spirits,) Really 
Dz##n#, evea as diſtinCt as Perery James, and John; and: 
Qze God onely. as they are mutually Conſcious: T was (TI 
confeſs) Unſatisfied therein (as You are) from the firſt ; 
Looking upon them as Expreſſions too Hardy for-one to 
venture upon, {and ſo I find are moſt others with whom 
FT have diſcourſed about them : ) and wiſh he had .decli> 
ned them. p65 pn prod 
Yet I did not think it neceſſary for me to write againſt 
them (though I did not hke them) 'but choſe rather: to 
wave them, and expreſs my ſelf otherwiſe.  _{ Far. it 
would be 'Endlefs if Fhould make it my bulinefs 29 write 
Books againft every: one who: hath fore Expreſſians 
which I cannot approve, amongſt many others-wherein, 
Ethink he doth-well.) . Nor ſball 1 Aggravate the Qbje- 
Ctions. which you have Urged. againft-them,z. But leaye 
them as @wWrilve.s. 0h on hi org of) gant nal 
wor c5 I might 


Y 


-'f right pefliips mmollifie ſome of his Expreſſioas, by 
patio of nſe upon them! than at firſt view Mc 
ſeem to' bear * (for T find ſome Men, in ſuch-matters, do-- 
uſe wetds ac very different rare'from what others do): 
ButT have, not, (where now' T am) the*Book at hand ;. 
and have*read it but once” /a good/while ſince) when it 
firſt came qut : and therefoream not willing to ſay much. | 

thor" Book,” leaſt Tſhould miſs his ſenſe, or not per- 
forts if 6þ/bis thind?”? to fre, 

\Fhizt earned Author may, if he think fit, ſo Viadis. 
cate'or Explain” thoſe Expreſſions as he-ſhall- judge cons: 
venijent-: "Or he' may (which I had rather he ſhould} 
Decline them, without prejudice: to his main Cauſe ; 
(which, iti'my ofvinion, he may as well defend without 
them:)* and; thereby TJeſ& expoſe himſelf tothe Cavils of - 
the Anti-trinitarians; who are catching at every colour- 
able pretence of Objefting, though nor againſt the main 
Cat: concerning the. Trinity , 'if but agataſt ſome Ex-: 
preſfions of rhoſe who maintain it. | _ 

* *Fhus far , Tthink, FHe' and both 'of Us. do agtee; 
namely, That there if" a Diſtin&#ion between the Three, 
more than meerly Notional, and even more than that, be- 
tween (what we commonly call) the Divize Attributes ; 
yet not ſoas tobe Three Gods, or more Gods than One : 

(which is as much as we need maintain againſt the Anti- 
Trinitarians:) And, that the word Per/ox is no. unfit. 
Name to deriote that DiſtiaQtion. And thus far we may 
cloſe with him, notwithſtanding ſome other Inconvent- 


ent Expreſſions. gs 

: And if it be agreed that theſe Three (thus diſtinguiſh» | 

q) are but Oe God (each Communicating, iri-one and 
the ſame Numerical Eſſence,)-then they are all Equal (as 
to that common Ivrernal Eſſence, and the common Attri- 
bites thereof :) and then an External Subordination, as.t0- 
Occonomy (you grant) ſignifies nothing in. this caſe. 4 
3, Gat ; OW, 
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"We 


: (rg); 
--Now;iSirzif-you-laok back upon your: own-Difcourſe; 
You will find, that the whole Edge of your Arguments 
is-directed againſt thoſe Expreſſions; Three Beings; Three 


Subſtances, 1Tbree-Spirits.; (and | do acknowledge, that, - 


as to: theſe ,:the.Arguments ſeem. to.me par enoygh,. 
andz0d9;hher work): But if, inſtead of theſe, heſay __ 
(8s-E think: he ſhould) ?-that The Three Perſons are: One 
Being,\0ne Subſtance,: Oze Spirit, (like as. he fays, they. 
are One God) that Edge will be taken off F. -_, ,, i, - 
. Thar:(l:conceive)-which did.impoſe upon hia\; in this: 
Pointjid&zthe forced fenſe, whichy,1n our Langluage,,.we, 
ſometimes:put.upon the word- Perſon, for. want of ano-; 
ther Engliſh Word (anſwering to Homo) which might 
indifferently.reſpe:», Woman, and Child: and a like 
forced ſenſe. put:by the Schaph men wpog the:word Perſor- 
2a, for want of a Latin: word: [which might <qually xe- 
late to Mes and Angels; as ſignifying an Intelbgent Being.. 
Wheance, he was- induced to think, that Three Per/ons. 
muſt needs be Three Intelligent Beings., Whereas Per/ona,, 
in-its true and ancient ſenſe. (betore the School-men. put. 
this. forced ſenſe upon, t)..did; not ſiggify.a. Mar fimply.; 
but,” one under-{uch, -and ſuch; and ſuch-Ciroumſtances,, 
or Qualifications.” So: that the {ame Man (if capable of 
being qualified thus, and:thus, and hs, might ſuſtain. 
three Perſons, and theſe three-Perſons, be the ſame Man. 
Now if*(as he ſays of himſelf elfſewhere-in alikecaſe). 
he have.not been taken to be 4: Fool :. Yet a wiſe Man. 
may ſometimes, upon: ſecond. thoughts, ' ſee Reaſon to 
change his Opinion (as in that caſe he did) or reQify his, 
Exprefiogs.,; And it then he conſider, how. much eafer 


it will bs;:(andidefs; obaaxious. to; Exceptions). to main-, 


FT Wi.) $# 197 414-473 [58 of —Ix9 #]: GE nf. Þe ig 
_ * Auguſtin. Epiſt. 174.- Spirits eft Dens;, & Pater Spiricus 
+ & Filing, & ipſe Spiritus Santis ;, nec tamen Tres Spiritus, 
aVnu Spirits + fient non Tres Dis; ſed Unus Den. . 
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(20) 
' tain his FiyporhelivthusReGified : Ho may: think'T hive 
done'hira no ill Offices thus to ſuggeſt; { * /:; //1-- ; 

- Having thus prraaon, my thoughts ofthis Hypothe- 
is : If you preſsame further (as berweer our felves}!co: 
tell-youy What Degree of Di/ti#ftion{acimour Metaphy-" 
ſicks-they- are wont to be Reckoned up) I-take: this to: 
be, between the Three Divine Perſons :- I think we nced' 
not much trouble- our {elves with ſuch niceries.-' And-if 
Ido tell you ;- it is only ex ab:d4ut1,. as what doth not 
much concern the main-queſtion in-hand;>(whicts is fafe 
ettugh without it :)-Nor-that L4$ preſcribe therein,” as) 
-- Gries others to expreſs their : Sentirmenits'juſt ' as 
E a. 37 1 Js th - | F324 | 

 Fhe Degrees of DiſtinQion commonly-mentioned--in 
our Metaphyſicks, are fuctv as theſe : -Diſtimitie rapionis ve- 
rioeinentis, {which is purely Notional,and depends meer- 
ly.on our Imagination ;) ' Deffinatio' rationis 'ratiocinate 
(which is otherwiſe ſaid to- be ſecundum inadequate con- 
 eptns ejuſdem rei :) Diſtinttic | Modalis, (either ut res 
mode , Or wit modus &-modns,) which is" otherwife:faid 
to be ex'parte res fed won ut- res res + And Diſtinitio re-- 
lis, or ut res & 'res.. Though, ir» the Names: of theſe ſe- 
veral Degrees , | all Writers: do not always ſpeak alike. 
One perhaps by-a diſtinftion ex paerte:r63,” may mean the 
ſame which = nother atcatis'by Diftini#is'Reatis > \And 10: 
of rhe reſt; 'Arid'theſe thus'marihalled are but a 'tontri- 
vance of ”our*own. They might, for-ought I'know, 
have beer made more or fewer if the Contriver had'fo 
thought fit: [> 9 | ps 


CO! 4 ex kl HHOTY-B ot. 

But theſe Degrees-of DiftinQion, I take to-be: prinia- 
rily fitted to our Netions of Cieared' Beingsy: Andare not 
intended as applic be to God; otherwiſe thaniby Ana- 


begs ; as other Words propetly firted" tg created Fig | 
are wont to be ſo apphed.. Anc therefore I ſhquld chaaſ 
to ſay, that (in ſtriftneſs of ſpeech) our. egy IG 5 
646 4s, _ nave 
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| have not yet given; a Name to theſe DiſtinQtions:: Nor 
do I know any need of it. | 7 

The Divine. Attributes, we uſe to ay, are diſtinguiſh- - 
ed ratione ratiocinata', Or as-tHadequats: conceptie- ejuſdenm 
rei. And iit is welkenough fo' to ſay, to. thoſe that have 
not a.mind #0 be captious; but are willing to underſtand 
Figurative Words in a Figurative ſenſe. But, to thoſe 
|" thathave'a mind to Cawil , I would ſpeak more cauti- 
; ouſly, and fay,-It is,..in+God, ſomewhat Analogous to 
what we ſo-call in Created Beings. And, That of the 
| Divine Perſons, ſomewhat Analogous, 4in the Deity, to 
- what, in Created Beings, 1s called Diftini#io Modalis, 'or 
+. Diſtinitio a parte rei, ſed nou ut res'& res... 


f x 


 .Jf it beasked,. What that- DiſtinQion1s which'is thus 
- Analogous : I fay,-that-T cannot tell: You muſt firſt tell” 
- me {(and/enable me to comprehend) what is the full and 
uate import-of the words Father,” Son, Beget, Proceed, 
_ &6.- when applied to God, in a ſenſe Analogous to what 
© they ſignify as to Created-Beings.. . If you cannot tell 
- me, preciſely, what they are : How ſhould I tell you, 
How they. Differ ? - 

But, what need we trouble our ſelves with theſe Nice- 
ties, or Names of theſe Degrees of DiſtinQtion-? (Which, 
| when we have all done, will-by divers Men be diverſly 
. expreſſed.) I think it is enough to ſay, The Diſtintion 
. is Greater than that of (what we call) the Divine Attri- 
| butes ; but not ſo as to make them Three Gods. Or, That 

they:be ſo Three, as yet to be but Qze God.. And I am. 
content to reſt there.. 


_ 


1 


. _ Tam, Sir;. 
þ Wallis. & 


